Cytokines involved in intrathymic T cell development.
Cytokines play an important role in intrathymic T cell development. Over the past several years, genes of newly discovered cytokines have been cloned, and the respective recombinant proteins have become available for functional studies of T cell development. In this paper we have attempted to review the respective roles of interleukins 1, 2, 4, 6, and 7. Special emphasis was given to interleukin 7 which has been shown to play a key role in early T cell differentiation.